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NSW GOVERNMENT WELCOMES ANGELINA JOLIE’S 
UNBROKEN TO NSW 

 

Director Angelina Jolie and her cast and crew have arrived in Sydney to begin filming 
the international feature film UNBROKEN, Deputy Premier Andrew Stoner 
announced today. 
 
Mr Stoner said that the NSW Government has secured production of UNBROKEN for 
the State, injecting millions of dollars into the NSW economy and creating more than 
300 full-time equivalent jobs for NSW-based crew alone, and more for cast and 
extras. 
 
UNBROKEN is backed by major Hollywood studio Universal Pictures. 
 
Mr Stoner said that, from this week, scenes from the film are to be shot in and around 
Sydney as well as in the Hunter Valley.  The production company is also based in 
Sydney where much of the film’s post-production will also take place. 
 
“The NSW Government welcomes Ms Jolie, her cast, crew and producers to our 
wonderful city for their first day of filming,” Mr Stoner said. 
 
“NSW has a world class film production and post-production industry.  Films such as 
UNBROKEN further enhance our international reputation for excellence and 
innovation and contribute significantly to the State’s economy.” 
 
Academy Award® winner Angelina Jolie directs and produces UNBROKEN, an epic 
drama that follows the incredible life of Olympian and war hero Louis “Louie” 
Zamperini (Jack O’Connell) who, along with two other crewmen, survived in a raft for 
47 days after a near-fatal plane crash in WWII—only to be caught by the Japanese 
Navy and sent to a prisoner-of-war camp. 
 
Adapted from Laura Hillenbrand’s (Seabiscuit: An American Legend) enormously 
popular book, UNBROKEN brings to the big screen Zamperini’s unbelievable and 
inspiring true story about the resilient power of the human spirit. 
 
The film stars Jack O'Connell (300: Rise of Empire) as Louis Zamperini plus rising 
stars Garrett Hedlund (TRON: Legacy), Domhnall Gleeson (Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows) and Finn Wittrock (All My Children). 
 
Mr Stoner said that the NSW Government had secured production of UNBROKEN for 
the State against strong competition from other potential locations around the world. 



 
“This film involves several weeks of shooting at various locations across Sydney - 
including in western Sydney – as well as filming in regional NSW, which is expected 
to generate direct production expenditure of more than $1 million in that area,” he 
said. 
 
UNROKEN adds to the impressive list of large-scale productions that have chosen 
NSW as their production destination, including The Wolverine, The Great Gatsby, 
Lego, Walking with Dinosaurs 3D and Happy Feet 2. 
 
Arts Minister George Souris said the NSW Government’s support for the State’s 
screen production industry includes Screen NSW’s production investment and 
development programs, the Regional Filming Fund which encourages filming in 
regional NSW, and incentives to attract big budget international productions, such as 
Unbroken. 
 
“Recent figures have confirmed that NSW is Australia’s pre-eminent State for film and 
television production, with 57 per cent of all Australian drama production in 2012-13 
taking place in NSW”, Mr Souris said. 
 
“The latest ABS figures for the Film, Television and Digital Games sector show that 
NSW continues to lead in this sector, with nearly 60 per cent of all people employed 
nationally in production and post-production businesses based in NSW. 
 
“More than half (55 per cent) of all Australian production and post-production 
businesses are located in NSW, with a total income of more than $1.58 billion in 
2011-12.” 
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